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Mike	and	Kim	Thomas	of	Oakton,	Virginia,	are	recent	new	members	of	the	Bull	
Run	Region	(AACA)	and	the	second	and	proud	owners	of	a	legal	European	
Specification	1980	Mercedes	Benz	230	CE	Coupe.		Their	coupe	is	in	original	
condition	as	to	engine,	transmission	and	interior,	though	it	was	repainted	in	
2007	in	its	original	color	Grun	(Green)	Metallic.			
	

	

While	assigned	to	Stuttgart,	Germany,	in	May-June	2004,	Mike	got	the	urge	to	
own	an	"oldtimer"	(older	than	20	years)	Mercedes	Benz.		He	used	the	website,	
www.mobil.de,	to	look	for	a	car,	settling	his	search	on	an	early	70s	to	mid-80s	
R107	SLC	Coupe.	In	review,	most	of	the	SLCs	seen	were	either	rust	buckets	or	
mechanical	disasters!	So,	a	refocus	was	done,	to	look	at	W123	Mercedes	models.		
Most	folks	in	the	USA	know	the	W123	Mercedes	model	as	the	240/280/300	
sedans	made	from	1975-1985.		Mercedes	also	made	a	coupe	and	a	station	
wagon	during	the	same	period.		The	W123	model	line	is	really	the	car	that	sold	
Mercedes	to	the	world	on	a	wide	scale,	and	many	still	operate	today	as	taxis	
around	the	world.	
	
Through	the	website,	Mike	found	a	Grun	(Green)	metallic	1980	Mercedes	W123	
Coupe	-	or	more	specifically	a	fuel-injected,	gas-powered	230	CE.		Website	
pictures	and	info	showed	the	coupe	to	be	clean,	original,	low	kilometers,	with	
nice	options,	well	taken	care	of	and	a	one-owner	car	with		
99,890	kilometers	(61,660	miles)	on	the	odometer.		It	was	located	about	1-1/2	
hours	from	Stuttgart	in	the	city	of	Offenberg.	Mike	made	an	appointment	to	see		
	

Continued	on	page	3	

November	Car	of	the	Month	
Mike	and	Kim	Thomas’	1980	Mercedes	Benz	230	CE	Coupe	

By	Mike	Thomas		

The	Thomas’	1980	Mercedes	in	Original	Green	Metallic	
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I	know	as	we	head	into	the	end-of-year	holidays	everyone's	lives	become	
more	complicated,	for	all	the	right	reasons!	If	at	all	possible	we	welcome	
all	members	who	can	possibly	attend	our	next	meeting	at	the	VFW	on	12	
November	at	4:00	PM	for	our	annual	business	meeting.		We	will	plan	on	
finalizing	the	nominations	for	our	positions	for	next	year	in	preparation	
for	elections	at	the	December	meeting.			It	you	can't	attend,	please	watch	
for	the	nominations	that	will	appear	in	the	December	Clutch	Chatter.				
	
I'd	like	to	thank	all	who	were	able	to	attend	the	28	October	club	visit	to	
former	Bull	Run	President	Bill	
Holmes	at	his	and	his	wife	Karen's	
residence.			We	presented	Bill	
with	a	plaque	expressing	our	
appreciation	for	his	many	efforts	
on	behalf	of	the	club,	and	the	
gesture	was	clearly	appreciated	
The	Buick	gas	pump,	reflecting	
Bill's	own	'41	Buick,	was	a	nice	
touch	on	the	plaque	and	thanks	to	
all	who	contributed.	Karen	mentioned	that	Bill	welcomes	guests,	though	it	
is	best	to	call	ahead.		Karen's	number	is	703-403-2075.	
	
As	I	mentioned	last	month,	here's	a	list	of	the	club	positions	and	we	
need	everyone	to	contribute	to	improve	on	a	successful	2017!		The	
elected	positions	are:	President,	Vice-President,	Secretary,	Treasurer	and	
three	Directors.	The	appointed	positions	are	Rohr	Show	Chairman,	
Website	Coordinator,	Membership	Coordinator	and	the	two	ODMA	
Representatives	The	November	and	December	meetings	are	always	
critical	for	the	club,	and	we	encourage	as	many	members	as	can	to	attend	
the	meetings.	If	you	are	interested	in	helping	to	move	the	club	forward	
please	contact	Franklin	Gage	at	f.gage@hotmail.com	(cell:		703-869-8434)	
or	me	at	darryllbaker@aol.com	(cell:	571-294-7853).		
	
I	highly	recommend	anyone	interested	in	a	fun	event	to	plan	on	
participating	in	the	Manassas	Christmas	Parade	to	be	held	in	downtown	
Manassas	on	2	December.			They	are	looking	both	for	convertibles	to	drive	
the	VIPs	through	the	parade,	as	well	as	other	antique	vehicles	to	"spice	up"	
the	parade.			If	you're	interested	please	contact	Pete	Pandolfi	
at	usaf04@live.com	or	(cell:	703-919-8343)	The	parade	is	very	well-
attended	and	our	participation	helps	cement	our	ongoing	relationship	
with	the	city	of	Manassas.			
	
Last,	please	check	out	the	Rohr	Show	pictures	on	the	website.			Thanks	to	
Pete	Pandolfi	and	Nathan	Clarke	for	getting	them	set	up	on	there	and	to	
our	participating	Boy	Scout/Venture	club	crews	for	helping	take	most	of	
the	pictures!	

All	the	best,	Darryll		
 

Remember to renew your National AACA and Bull 
Run  Region Memberships !! (BRR Form on page 12) 

BRR	Region	Contacts	
	
Bull	Run	Region	Website:	
www.bullrunaaca.org	
	
Officers:	
President:	Darryll	Baker	
(571)	294-7853	
	
Vice	President:	Open	
	
	
Treasurer:	Nicki	Hudson	
(540)	522-6533	
	
Secretary:	Joann	Richardson	
(703)	768-1569	
	
Board	of	Directors:	
George	Richardson	
(703)	768-1569	
	
Bill	Sessler	
(703)	361-5491	
	
Steve	White	
(703)	533-0386	
	
Website	Coordinator:	
Pete	Pandolfi	
(703)	919-8343	
	
Sunshine	Committee:	
Kim	Thomas	
828-707-5299	
	
Membership	Recorder:	
Lenita	Franklin	
(703)	494-6709	

The	President’s	Page	By	Darryll	Baker	
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Car	of	the	Month	continued	from	page	1	

	
and	evaluate	it.		He	met	the	auto	broker	at	the	
Offenberg	Messe	(convention	hall)	where	a	Car	
Corral	was	taking	place.		Mike	looked	the	230	CE	over,	
saw	that	it	was	in	pretty	good	original	shape,	drove	it,	
and	decided	it	was	the	car	for	him	-	buying	it	on	the	
spot,	and	becoming	the	proud	second	owner.	
	
To	give	some	history	on	the	coupe,	its	first	owner	was	a	
German	"Opa"	(grandfather)	who	ordered	the	car	new	
in	February	1980.		It	was	delivered	in	November	1980	
to	a	Mercedes	dealer	in	Freiberg,	Germany.		Order	and	
production	time	in	1980	was	long	for	the	coupe,	due	to	

the	W123	being	such	
a	popular	model	
worldwide.		The	car	
was	ordered	with	
power	sunroof,	
heated	rear	window,	
automatic	
transmission,	power	
windows	and	locks,	
power	antennae,	
speakers	and	wiring	
(radio	delete),	and	
had	the	dealer	install	
air	conditioning.		The	
Opa	drove	the	car	for	
the	next	24	years,	until	
he	stopped	driving.		
Once	Mike	bought	the	
coupe,	he	had	to	de-

register	it	from	the	German	registration	system,	and	
then	register	it	with	the	U.S.	Army	system	used	in	
Germany	for	U.S.	assigned	personnel.		That	system	
required	a	very	thorough	safety	and	mechanical	
inspection,	due	to	Autobahn	driving	rules.		The	230	CE	
Coupe	passed	with	flying	colors.	
	
During	Mike’s	years	of	driving	in	Germany	(2004-
2014),	cleaning,	waxing,	and	normal	Mercedes	service	
appointments	were	maintained.		The	coupe	has	
performed	well,	without	any	mechanical	issues.		Mike	
was	very	lucky,	early	on,	to	find	Autohaus	Russ,	a	
Mercedes	dealership	close	to	where	he	lived,	that	did	
great	service,	and	a	service	manager	who	spoke	fluent	
English	to	help	take	care	of	his	coupe.		Mike	was	also	
lucky	to	meet	with,	and	then	join,	the	W123	German	
Car	Club	in	Stuttgart	in	2005,	where	he	could	find	parts,	
get	car	advice,	do	outings,	and	attend	meets.		Mike’s	
coupe,	while	not	driven	daily,	was	used	in	good	
weather	to	go	to	work	sometimes,	and	for	normal	
driving	on	the	weekends.		He	even	used	the	coupe	for	
two	work	trips,	one	to	Garmische	and	one	to	Ramstein	

Air	Base,	enjoying	the	scenic	Autobahn	vistas	and	
mountain	views	along	the	way.	
	
In	2007	Mike	decided	to	get	the	coupe	repainted	in	the	
original	color,	having	a	master	paint-and-body	guy	do	
the	job.		This	work	took	about	four	months,	but	came	
out	great,	and	still	looks	good,	almost	ten	years	later.		It	
was	about	this	time	Mike	also	had	the	coupe’s	R-12	a/c	
Freon	converted	to	R-134	since	R-12	was	getting	hard	
to	find.		
	
In	2014,	when	Mike	was	reassigned	to	the	DC	area,	he	
shipped	the	coupe	to	Baltimore	using	a	Mercedes	
shipping	company.	Mike	and	Kim	were	lucky	again	to	
find	a	good	Mercedes	shop	(Silver	Star	Mercedes)	in	
Vienna,	VA,	to	maintain	their	car.		Before	leaving	
Germany,	Mike	bought	from	Autohaus	Russ	some	
unique	W123	car	parts,	along	with	some	normal	wear-
and-tear	parts	for	shipment	to	the	USA	in	Mike’s	
household	goods.	
	
Mike	and	Kim	see	the	Mercedes	230	CE,	now	with	
141,000	kilometers	(87,	0037	miles)	on	the	odometer,	
as	a	good	car	to	drive	and	for	cruise	ins.	The	coupe’s	
four-cylinder,	fuel-injected	engine	has	adequate	power	
for	normal	traffic	driving	and	averages	around	20MPG	
overall	for	city	and	highway.		The	car	shifts	nicely,	is	
comfortable,	with	great	seating	and	room	to	spare	for	
the	front	passengers,	yet,	it	can	be	somewhat	tight	for	
rear	passengers.	
	
Additionally,	the	230	CE	is	easy	to	work	on	and	pretty	
straightforward	in	most	aspects	of	maintenance.		Parts	
are	also	easy	to	get	through	any	Mercedes	dealer	with	a	
discount	given	on	parts	if	you	are	a	member	of	a	
certified	Mercedes	car	club.	
	
Mike	and	Kim	are	real	happy	to	be	members	of	the	Bull	
Run	Region	and	recently	participated	in	the	2017	Rohr	
Car	Show	in	Manassas,	VA.		They	had	their	Mercedes	
230	CE	coupe	on	
display,	and	
enjoyed	talking	
with	the	fellow	
gearheads	and	
spectators	who	
stopped	to	take	a	
closer	look.	
	
All-in-all,	Mike	and	
Kim	have	been	
very	happy	
owners	of	their	
beautiful	antique	Mercedes	coupe,	and	plan	to	continue	
to	enjoy	it	for	many	years	to	come!	

END	

Original	Interior	

At	the	Rohr	Car	Show	
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Congratulations!		We	have	surpassed	our	goal	of	
attaining	40,000	views	by	the	end	of	the	year.		In	
fact	with	just	78	more	views,	as	of	this	writing,	we	
will	hit	the	44,000	mark.		Hopefully,	you	are	
finding	the	website	a	useful	resource.	
	
Not	to	rest	on	our	laurels,	the	website	has	received	
an	update.		The	2017	Rohr	show	was	a	great	
success.		The	pictures	from	that	show	are	now	
posted	for	your	enjoyment.		We	have	also	
announced	the	date	for	the	2018	Rohr	show	so	you	
can	make	your	plans	early.		There	will	be	more	
information	to	follow	as	the	Region	begins	the	
process	of	putting	a	show	together.		Once	finalized,	
the	website	will	also	have	the	show	flyer	and	
registration	form	available.	
	
The	next	couple	of	months	will	be	busy	for	the	
Region.		We	will	conduct	our	annual	election	of	
officers	in	December	and	put	together	a	slate	of	
nominees	for	each	office	in	November.		The	
website	will	be	an	excellent	source	to	see	the	list	of	
nominees	and	download	a	ballot	for	the	election.		
We	will	get	those	posted	as	soon	as	they	are	ready.	
	
In	addition	to	elections,	it	is	again	time	for	the	
Region	to	select	the	recipients	for	the	club’s	annual	
awards.		The	Howard	Hamm	Award,	the	
Ambassador	Award,	the	Arthur	Ault	Award	and	
the	Continuous	Service	Award	will	all	need	to	be	
determined.		You	can	use	the	website	to	see	the	
lists	of	past	winners	and	the	criteria	for	each	of	the	
awards.	
	
It	is	also	time	to	renew	your	memberships	for	both	
National	AACA	and	the	Bull	Run	Region.		The	
website	has	available	for	download	the	
applications	for	both	AACA	and	the	Region.		It	is	
easy	to	use.		The	Bull	Run	application	is	for	both	
new	members	and	renewals.		Get	yours	today!	
You	will	see	on	the	website	events	calendar	an	
entry	for	the	72nd	Annual	Greater	Manassas	
Christmas	parade	on	December	2,	2017.		The	
Region	regularly	provided	three	to	five	convertible	
cars	to	drive	the	Parade’s	VIPs	in	the	parade.		As	a	
thank	you	for	this	service,	the	Parade	Committee	

gives	the	Region	an	entry	position	in	the	parade	at	
no	charge.		Anyone	interested	in	either	providing	a	
VIP	car	or	representing	the	club	should	contact	me	
at	usaf04@live.com.			
	
Check	out	the	website	regularly.		It	is	your	primary	
tool	for	communication	within	the	region.			If	you	
have	any	comments	or	suggestions	about	the	
website	send	them	to	me	by	email	at	
usaf04@live.com.				 	 	 	 END	

	

Several	members	of	the	Allegheny	Mountain	Region	
attended	the	Rohr	Car	Show	last	month.	Thanks	for	
coming	and	bring	your	cars!!	
	

	
	

	

Caught	in	the	Web	
By	Peter	Pandolfi	

Allegheny	Mountain	Region,	AACA	
Attends	the	Rohr	Car	Show	

Rob	will	give	Bull	Run	Region	Members	a	
20%	Discount	on	Labor	for	Mechanical,	
Body	and	Paint	Work.	Just	show	your	BRR	
membership	card.	
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	 	 Your	Hobby…	
	 	 				Your	Newsletter…	
	 	 									Your	Stories…	
	

Please	submit	any	suggestions	for	articles,	pictures	
or	 ideas	 to	me	and	see	your	story	 featured	 in	 the	
Clutch	Chatter.	
	
The	Clutch	Chatter	Editor	
6800	Walnut	Street	
Falls	Church,	VA	22046-2320	
Phone:	(703)	534-6387	
The	deadline	for	submissions	for	inclusion	in	
the	next	issue	is	the	25th	of	the	month.		
	

November	Anniversaries	
	

Arnold	&	Mary	Beth	Borsetti	
Bill	&	Karen	Holmes	 	
Thomas	&	Shara	McQueen	
Mike	&	Kim	Thomas	
John	&	Cecelia	Zampino	
	

November	Birthdays	
Jon	Battle	 Jim	Cross	
Mary	Loren		 Shara	McQueen	
Linda	Puff	 David	Reininger	
Jim	Rider	 Garry	Scutt	
Virginia	Walthour	 	
	

	

For	Sale:	My	1941	Buick	Super,	model	51C,	four-door	
convertible.	See	flyer	on	page	11	for	complete	
details.		Call	me	at	703-403-4097	or	e-mail  
wholmes2@cox.net if	interested	or	if	you	have	a	lead.	
Thank	you,	Bill	Holmes.	
	

Thank	you!	To	you	and	all	of	the	Bull	Run	Region	for	
making	the	Edgar	Rohr	Memorial	Car	Show	so	great!	
The	show	has	a	wonderful	reputation	in	the	greater	
Manassas	community	and	beyond.	The	Mayor	and	City	
Council	think	it	is	a	great	attraction	for	the	City.	I	know	
many	citizens	who	attend	annually.	Nancy,	I	and	our	
daughters	&	husbands	attend	annually.	We	all	
participate	in	picking	the	Rohr	Trophy	winner.		
Thanks	again	for	all	that	all	of	you	do	for	the	AACA	and	
the	hobby.	
Chip	&	Nancy	Rohr.	
	

	
Many	readers	will	not	recognize	the	name	of	a	real	
‘Hobby	Hero’,	Steve	McDonald,	Vice	President	of	
Legislative	Affairs	for	the	Specialty	Equipment	
Marketing	Association	(SEMA).	A	Rockville,	MD	
resident,	Steve	recently	died	unexpectedly	at	age	56.			
He	went	the	‘extra	mile,’	working	tirelessly	to	promote	
and	protect	our	interests	in	Congress	and	State	
Legislatures.	He	played	a	critical	role	on	many	fronts,	
including	blocking	efforts	to	further	restrict	antique	
auto	license	plate	laws	all	over	the	country,	and	to	
increase	mandatory	ethanol	levels	in	gasoline.		He	
understood	well	the	need	to	make	logical	arguments,	
but	to	back	them	up	with	legislators	hearing	from	
constituents.		In	his	memory,	I	hope	you	will	take	a	
moment	if	you	haven’t	yet	to	contact	his	colleague	at	
SEMA,	Colby	Martin,	and	get	on	the	free	email	
Legislative	Alert	list	he	maintains	for	Virginia	at	
colbym@sema.org.		
	

Trailer	Available	for	Members	Use:	A	former	BRR	
member,	Ed	Johannemann,	has	generously	offered	
current	BRR	members	with	current	dues	the	use	of	
his	trailer	with	a	9,000	lb.	winch	at	no	charge.		He	is	
located	next	to	Mount	Vernon	at	9106	Old	Mount	
Vernon	Road,	Alexandria,	VA	22309.		Ed	can	be	reached	
at	703-310-4097	or	eddie6842@gmail.com.		
	

Presenters	 needed.	 Jon	 Battle	 has	 several	 people	 on	
tap	 for	 short	 presentations	 at	 our	 monthly	 meetings,	
but	there	is	always	a	need	for	more.	Do	you	have	some	
special	expertise	you	would	like	to	share?	Do	you	have	
a	favorite	make	of	vehicle	you	could	enlighten	the	rest	
of	the	membership	about?	If	you	do,	please	contact	Jon	
at	540-364-1770	
	

Continued	on	page	6	
Member	News	continued	from	page	5	

	
Meeting	Refreshments:	Thanks	to	everyone	who	has	
volunteered	to	bring	refreshments	to	meetings.		
	

2017	 Snacks	 Drinks	
November	 John	Wood	
December	 Cookie	Exchange	

2018	 Snacks	 Drinks	

January	 Installation	of	Officers	and	
Awards	Banquet	

February	 	 	
March	 	 	
April		 	 	
May		 	 	
June	 	 	
	

Joann	Richardson,	703-768-1569.		

Member	News	

Editor’s	Notes	By	Bill	Winter	
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He	Drives	A	Duesenberg!	This	tag	line	was	often	
seen	in	ads	published	in	Vanity	Fair	during	the	
early	1930s.	Below	that	line	would	be	the	picture	
of	a	distinguished	looking	gentleman	in	rich	
surroundings,	who,	one	just	knew,	was	a	Captain	
of	Industry	or	Wall	Street	banker.	It	was	snobbery	
at	its	best,	but	compelling.		
	

The	gentleman	shown	below	had	been	such	a	
Duesenberg	owner,	but,	
during	WWII,	was	a	Civil	
Air	Patrol	pilot,	who	
volunteered	his	own	
plane	and	money	to	
patrol	the	waters	off	
Virginia’s	coast	in	search	
of	enemy	submarines.	
For	their	noblesse	oblige,	
he	and	fellow	CAP	pilots	
in	2014	were	awarded	
the	Congressional	Gold	
Medal;	long	after	most	of	
them	had	passed	on.	
	

Calvin	Pardee	III	was	born	in	Hazleton,	PA,	in	1905	
to	a	wealthy	family	that	made	its	fortune	in	coal,	
iron,	land,	rail,	and	lumber.	The	Pardee	empire	cut	
a	wide	swath	through	the	eastern	U.S.,	including	
Pennsylvania,	Virginia,	West	Virginia,	and	the	
Carolinas.		
	

The	Pardees	rose	to	prominence	in	the	early	1800s	
when	Ariovistus	Pardee	found	success	and	renown	in	
coal	mining.	And	he	would	be	credited	with	founding	
the	city	of	Hazleton.	His	two	sons,	Calvin	and	Ario,	Jr.,	
would	go	on	to	earn	civil	engineering	degrees	at	
Rensselaer	Polytechnic	Institute	and	build	the	family	
business	into	the	conglomerate	it	became.		
	

With	the	coming	of	the	Civil	War,	Ario,	Jr.	joined	the	
Union	Army.	He	advanced	quickly	through	the	officer	
ranks	and	rose	to	fame	for	his	defense	of	Culp’s	Hill	
during	the	Battle	of	Gettysburg.	Pardee	went	on	to	earn	
the	rank	of	Brevet	Brigadier	General	at	age	25.	But	he	
would	remain	childless.			
	

On	the	other	hand,	his	brother,	Calvin	Pardee,	would	
become	patriarch	of	a	large	close-knit	clan,	who	
encouraged	succeeding	generations	to	fulfill	their	
responsibilities,	whether	to	family,	business,	or	

country.	This	model	for	a	proper	life	certainly	
influenced	his	grandson,	Calvin	III,	who	worked	his	
way	through	the	ranks	of	the	family	business	after	
completing	his	studies	at	Princeton.			
	

Calvin	III	was	known	to	be	adventurous	and	enthralled	
with	speed.	This	played	out	through	his	fondness	for	
bobsledding	and	flying.	It	also	led	him	to	purchase,	in	
September,	1930,	a	new	Model	J	Duesenberg,	when	he	
was	just	25.	Unfortunately,	the	worsening	business	
outlook	would	imperil	the	family’s	empire,	which	is	
probably	why	Pardee	sold	the	magnificent	car	around	
1932.		
	

With	the	coming	of	WWII,	Calvin	III	wanted	to	join	the	
army,	but	childhood	polio	disqualified	him.	He	then	
offered	his	services	as	a	Civil	Air	Patrol	pilot.	After	the	
war,	he	continued	his	career	with	the	family	business,	
where	he	remained	for	the	rest	of	his	life.	He	died	
suddenly	in	1947	at	age	42	and	is	buried	at	Hazleton.	
At	the	time	of	his	death,	Mr.	Pardee	was	President	of	
the	Lattimer	Machinery	and	Supply	Company	and	
director	of	the	Pardee	Co.	in	Philadelphia.	Both	entities	
still	exist	today.	
	

Following	Calvin	III’s	ownership,	the	Duesenberg	went	
through	at	least	two	more	owners	in	the	east	before	
heading	west.	By	1941,	it	had	mysteriously	made	its	
way	to	my	small	blue-collar	hometown	of	Vallejo,	
California.	After	the	war,	my	father	learned	of	its	
existence	and	tracked	down	the	owner.	Finally,	in	
1949,	dad	succeeded	in	purchasing	the	grand	old	car,	
by	then	somewhat	derelict.	Over	five	years,	our	family	
did	its	best	to	make	it	drivable	and	presentable.	Dad	
finally	sold	the	Duesy	in	1954.	After	that	it	went	
through	two	more	ownerships	in	California	before	
finding	a	permanent	home	at	The	Speedway	Motors	
Museum	of	American	Speed	in	Lincoln,	Nebraska.			
	

	

END

Cars	and	Captains	of	Industry	
By	Steve	White	

This	photo	shows	the	Dusy	after	the	
White	Family	completed	its	work.	The	
photo	is	from	the	‘60s	when	the	car	
belonged	to	its	next	owner,Jack	Doney		

Calvin	Pardee	III	
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1.					We	welcomed	the	membership	to	the	Fire	Museum!	As	

the	VFW	was	occupied.			Thanks	to	Pete	Pandolfi	for	
arranging!				

2.					Treasurer’s	report	was	read	and	accepted.		Overall	the	
club	did	well	financially	with	the	Rohr	show	and	is	on	
stronger	footing.			

3.					Sunshine	Report:		Pete	Pandolfi	gave	an	update	on	
Pam's	status.				

4.					Get	your	50/50	tickets	from	George	Richardson.	
5.					Welcome	to	Club	Member	Chris	Cummings	for	his	

discussion	on	the	development	of	the	V-16	engine	in	
production	autos	and	his	own	Cadillac	Imperial	
Limousine.	

6.					Dinner	at	Ruby	Tuesday	to	follow.			
7.					Be	sure	to	catch	Clutch	Chatter	for	feature	on	Chris	

Overcash’s	1946	Packard	Clipper.			Chris	was	our	MC	
for	the	show	and	volunteered	to	do	it	again	next	year.				

8.					Thanks	to	all	for	making	the	Rohr	Show	a	
success.				The	President	welcomed	comments	and	
feedback	on	the	show.			There	was	a	short	meeting	after	
the	speaker	and	50/50	announcement	for	some	
specific	comments	to	make	the	show	better.		The	
President	requested	any	further	suggestions	be	
forwarded	to	him	via	email.				

9.					A	special	thanks	went	out	to	those	who	did	the	50/50	
which	brought	in	$672.		We	got	to	keep	all	of	it	with	the	
donation	back	from	Chip	Rohr.			

10.		Presentation	of	Plaque	for	Bill	Holmes,	Saturday	28	
October	at	2pm.	We	will	plan	on	staying	one	hour	plus,	
and	take	all	trash	with	us	(need	garbage	bags,	
receptacle).				

11.		Bill	Holmes	’41	Buick	is	for	sale.	
12.		Thanks	to	Jon	Battle	for	arranging	speakers,	and	please	

keep	in	mind	interesting	topics/speakers.		Also	please	
get	ideas	for	Car	of	the	Month	to	Steve	White	

13.		Positions:		All	are	open	every	year.				Elected	positions	
are	President,	VP,	Secretary	and	Treasurer,	and	three	
Directors.			Last	year	we	voted	to	make	the	ODMA	
representatives	appointed	positions.				In	the	new	year	
we’ll	need	a	new	website	coordinator	as	Pete	Pandolfi	
will	be	moving	on.				Probably	the	biggest	need	is	we	
need	a	show	chairman.					Please	contact	Franklin	Gage	
with	recommendations	or	interest	in	a	club	position.			

14.		Elections:			Nominations	will	be	made	by	November	
Meeting,	Elections	at	the	Dec.	meeting			

15.		50/50	Drawing		
16.		Guest	Speaker:		Chris	Cummings		
17.		A	request	was	made	for	membership	participation	in	

the	2	December	Manassas	Christmas	parade.			We									

welcome	any	club	vehicles	and	could	use	several	
convertibles	specifically	to	drive	VIP's.			Please	contact	
Pete	Pandolfi	at	usaf04@live.com	if	interested.	
18.	Next	Meeting	–	12	November	at	the			VFW.		General	
Business	Meeting.				
19.		There	will	be	no	speaker	for	this	meeting.			
20.	If	good	weather,	welcome	members	driving	their	
vehicles	out	and	welcome	all	club	members	to	dine	out	
after	the	club	meeting.		Location	usually	is	the	Ruby	
Tuesday	on	Liberia	Ave,	but	open	to	other	locations.					

END	

Bull	Run	Calendar:	
November	12	-BRR	Annual	General	Business	Meeting		
and	Planning	for	2018	at	4:00	PM,	VFW	Hall,	Manassas.	
No	speaker.	
	

December	10	-BRR	Meeting.	4:00	PM,	VFW	Hall,	
Manassas.	Speaker:	White	Post	Restorations“,	Antique,	
and	Classic	Car	Braking	Systems.	Election	of	Officers,	
Christmas	Cookie	Exchange.	
	

January	14	–	Installation	of	Officers	and	Awards	
Banquet.	
	

February	11	–	BRR	Meeting,	4:00	PM,	VFW	Hall,	
Manassas.	Speaker:	Howard	Singleton,	“The	History	of	
the	Automobile”;	automotive	developments	before	the	
20th	century.	

	

Area	Calendar:	
Every	Saturday	6:30	–	9:00	AM,	Cars	and	Coffee	at	
Katie’s	Coffee	House,	Old	Brogue	Irish	Pub,	760	Walker	
Road,	Great	Falls,	VA	22066.		
	

November	10-11	–	ODMA	Fall	Revival	Tour,	Ashland,	
VA,	(see	page	6	for	more	details	and	pages	21	&	22	for	
registration	brochure).	
	

April	28,	2018	–	2018	ODMA	Meet,	Lacey	Springs	
Elementary,	8621	North	Valley	Pike,	Harrisonburg,	VA	
22018.	More	information	to	come.	
	

National	Calendar:	(check	AACA	Magazine)	
	

July	11-14,	2018	–	Eastern	Spring	Meet	–	Gettysburg,	
PA.	Flyer	on	page	13.	

END	

Meeting	Minutes	October	15,	2017	
By	Darryll	Baker	

2017	Calendar	of	Events	and	Activities	

Lenita	asks	that	you	complete	and	
return	the	Bull	Run	Membership	
Form	on	Page	12	when	you	renew	

your	Bull	Run	Membership	
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Chris	Cummings	shared	his	thorough	knowledge	of	
Cadillac	V-16	's	with	Bull	Run	members	at	the	region's	
October	15	meeting.		The	story	he	told	is	a	fascinating	
one,	from	an	historic,	engineering	and	automotive	
design	aspect.			
	

It	began	in	1925	when	Cadillac's	president,	Lawrence	
Fisher,	vowed	to	find	a	way	to	raise	the	prestige	of	the	
marque	to	that	of	Packard	(which	had	by	then	become	
the	standard-setter)	and	the	other	top-tier	luxury	
manufacturers.		His	plan:	introduce	a	16-cylinder	
engine	to	best	Packard's	8-cylinder	power	plant	and	a	
custom	coach	building	operation	to	rival	the	best	
specialty	body	makers.		Hiring	an	extraordinarily	
talented	chief	engineer	and	acquiring	the	Fleetwood	
Metal	Body	Company,	he	set	about	to	achieve	his	goal,	a	
process	that	took	about	four	years.		In	January	of	1930	
Cadillac	unveiled	its	165-horsepower,	452	c.i.d.	
overhead-valve	V-16,	an	engine	that	offered	320	foot-
pounds	of	torque	and	silky-smooth	performance.		It	
featured	extensive	use	of	aluminum	alloy,	ingenious	
hydraulic	valve	silencers,	and	a	dedicated	fuel	system,	

ignition	
system	and	
manifold	for	
each	side	of	
the	engine.			A	
bewildering	
array	of	body	
styles	were	
offered	for	the	
car	that	would	
bear	this	
revolutionary	

engine,	produced	by	GM's	Fleetwood	division	(as	well	
as	several	from	independent	coach	builders	and	a	few	
from	GM’s	Fisher	Body	division).		That	fall	Cadillac	
completed	its	one-two	punch	by	introducing	a	V-12	
model	as	well;	various	components	were	shared	by	
both	the	12	and	16	cylinder	engines.	
	

The	new	V-16	was	well-received	by	the	public,	and	
2,887	cars	were	sold	in	model	year	1930.	(Impressive,	
when	one	considers	that	the	cost	of	one	of	these	cars	
approached	that	of	a	new	home!)	Then	–	due	to	a	
deepening	Depression	and	competition	from	the	new	
V-12	--	the	bottom	dropped	out	of	the	V-16	market.		
Production	fell	to	364	in	the	1931	model	year,	296	in	
1932,	and	then	bumped	along	at	about	50	cars	annually	
for	the	next	few	years.		In	1938	Cadillac	defied	the	

economic	headwinds	and	introduced	a	totally	new	V-16	
engine	that	produced	the	same	power	with	fewer	
moving	parts	and	a	lower	displacement	(431	cubic	
inches).			Unfortunately,	the	Great	Depression	took	
another	dip	in	1938.		V-16	production	increased	to	311	
that	year,	then	declined	to	136	in	1939	and	61	in	1940,	
the	last	year	Cadillac	built	production	V-16	cars.		Over	
the	V-16	program's	eleven-year	life,	a	total	of	only	
4,076	were	built.	
	

Chris	has	owned	his	black	1930	5-passenger	V-16	
imperial	sedan	–	officially	known	as	a	Series	4330	–	
since	July,	2005.		It	was	shipped	when	new	to	a	dealer	
in	Dallas,	Texas	on	December	5,	1930;	the	name	of	the	
buyer	is	lost	to	history.		Only	fifty	of	the	Series	4330's	
were	built,	and	only	five	are	known	to	exist	today.			
	

With	less	than	8,000	miles	on	the	odometer,	this	is	a	
very	original	car.		Only	the	fenders	and	running	boards	
have	been	re-painted,	although	all	the	chrome	has	been	
re-plated.		The	interior	upholstery	has	held	up	well,	
and	is	untouched.		The	Cadillac	has	some	unusual	
features,	including	vertical	windshield	wipers	that	
move	horizontally	instead	of	pivoting.		Unfortunately,	
although	it	was	originally	equipped	with	a	factory	radio	
–	1930	was	the	first	year	Cadillac	offered	built-in	radios	
–	a	previous	owner	removed	it	and	placed	a	panel	over	
the	dashboard	to	hide	the	holes	for	the	knobs	and	dial.	
	

The	car's	not	a	trailer	queen,	though.		Says	Chris:	“It’s	a	
fun	car	to	drive,	very	much	like	driving	a	brand	new	
V16	in	1930,	and	it	holds	its	own	in	traffic.”	

END	

	

Cummings	October	15	Presentation		
By	Jon	Battle	with	the	assistance	of	Chris	

Cummings	
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While	Tom	Mix	was	known	for	his	cowboy	
horsemanship	and	roping	skills	and	the	feats	of	his	
horse,	Tony	he	also	rode	a	1921	Locomobile	‘Sportif	‘(a	
Locomobile	term	for	a	sporty	design).	
	

The	name	“Locomobile”	was	pieced	together	from	the	
words	‘Locomotive’	and	‘Automobile’	to	give	the	
impression	of	power	and	speed.	Early	Locomobiles	
were	steam	powered	but	by	1902	the	company	offered	
both	steam	and	internal	combustion	engines	and	
within	a	year	it	was	no	longer	selling	steam-powered	
cars.	
	
In	1911	the	company	introduced	the	six-cylinder	Model	
M-48,	with	a	rated	48	horsepower	at	that	time.	The	M-
48	remained	in	production,	with	modifications,	until	
the	company	went	out	of	business	in	1929.	The	1919	
Model	M-48	limousine,	shown,	was	one	of	the	most	

expensive	
American	cars	
built	at	the	time,	
costing	$10,500	
(about	$155,000	
in	today’s	
dollars).	It	had	a	
525	cid	in-line	6-
cylinder	engine	
that	developed	80	
horsepower	and	a	
142	inch	
wheelbase.	

END	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

Did	You	Know?	

Tom	Mix’s1921	Locomobile	Sportif	

1919	Model	M-48	
Locomobile	



	 10	

29	Diner	is	a	Supporter	of	the	Bull	Run	Region,	AACA	
www.29diner.com	
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1941	Buick	Super	51C	4	Door	
Convertible	

	
For	Sale	$33,000	(Negotiable)	

	
Contact	Bill	Holmes:	wholmes2@cox.net	or	

(703)	403-4097	
	

This	is	a	rare	car,	number	109	out	of	500	made	in	1941.	
I	have	reduced	the	price	to	$33,000.	Any	reasonable	
offer	will	be	considered.	
	
It’s	all	original.	I’ve	only	done	preservation	work	on	it	
except	for	restoring	the	chrome	plated	top	mechanism	
and	a	new	canvas	top.		I	have	rebuilt	the	power	train	
and	a	lot	of	other	mechanical	devices	on	the	car.	
Complete	details	follow.	The	car	runs	great.	Many	extra	
parts	and	original	literature	are	included.	
	
Please	spread	the	word	to	anyone	you	think	might	
be	interested.		I	need	to	sell	it	while	my	health	is	
still	up	to	it.			
	

	
ENGINE-I	have	rebuilt	the	dual	carbs,	generator,	
starter,	oil	pump,	distributor,	oil	filter,	air	cleaner,	sent	
the	radiator	to	shop	for	testing,	cleaning	and	some	
minor	repairs,	purchased	and	installed	a	new	voltage	
regulator,	new	correct	battery,	rebuilt	fuel	and	water	
pumps,	new	fuel	tank,	new	gas	lines	and	all	new	belts	
and	hoses	with	correct	clamps.	Sent	the	head	to	a	
machine	shop	for	a	valve	job.	Removed	and	cleaned	
solid	lifters,	rods	(replaced	2	rods),	repainted	cover	
plate.	Removed,	disassembled	and	cleaned	rocker	arm	
assembly	and	its	oil	lines.	Cleaned	and	painted	the	
rocker	arm	cover	and	oil	pan.	Replaced	timing	chain	
and	painted	the	cover.	Cleaned	piston	tops,	inspected	
cylinder	walls	and	checked	a	couple	of	main	bearings.		

	
	
All	OK	given	mileage.	Compression	is	good,	equal	in	all	
cylinders	and	oil	consumption	low,	and	so	I	have	not	
touched	bearings	or	pistons.	Installed	new	motor	
mounts.	Cleaned	intake	and	exhaust	headers,	repaired	
heat	diverters	under	carbs,	new	“Y”	pipe	header	and	
new	exhaust	system,	mufflers,	clamps	and	hangers.		
		
CLUTCH	&	TRANSMISSION	-	installed	a	new	clutch	
and	pressure	plate,	throw	out	bearings,	new	throw	out	
fork	cover	and	rebuilt	clutch	pedal	system.	Cleaned	and	
replaced	synchronizer,	all	gears	and	shafts	in	top	rows	
of	transmission,	new	torque	ball	shims	and	gaskets	and	
repainted	case.	Replaced	all	shims	in	shifter	linkage.		
	
DRIVE	SHAFT,	REAR	END,	REAR	AXELS	–	New	front	
universal	joint,	inspected	rear	end	gears	(all	ok),	
replaced	wheel	bearings,	and	repainted	everything.	
New	sway	bar	bushings,	new	stabilizer	bushings	and	
stabilizer	links.	Opened	up	and	cleaned	oil	chamber	of	
rear	shocks	and	new	lever	to	body	link	rods.		
		
BRAKES	-	rebuilt	the	brake	system	(New	brake	shoes,	
wheel	cylinders	and	internal	shoe	springs	done	by	
mechanic	in	Dillsburg	PA).	New	stainless	steel	break	
lines	and	rebuilt	master	cylinder.	New	emergency	
brake	cables	and	repainted	brake	handle,	repainted	
rear	wheel	brake	backing	plate,	new	shock	linkages.		
		
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR	–	New	pedals,	new	mat	with	
correct	carpet	inserts	and	new	rear	carpet	and	footrest	
cover,	new	leather	robe	rail	all	from	Hill	Jenkins	in	NC.	
Radio	sent	out	for	repair	and	new	speaker	(push	
buttons	work)	(Radio	not	installed	yet).	Top	frame	
chrome	plated	by	PAUL’s	Chrome	near	Pittsburgh,	
cross	members	repainted,	new	wood	bow	and	all	new	
gaskets	installed,	“C”	pillar	replated	and	all	new	gaskets	
(needs	to	be	painted),	new	Harrazh	cloth	top,	
headliner,	new	chrome	front,	top	and	rear	trim	tack	
strips	and	rear	well	liners	ready	to	be	installed	(all	
parts	and	top	made	by	Hill	Jenkins	in	NC).	Heater	
restored	with	NOS	core	and	motor,	defroster	restored	
(both	cores	pressure	tested	by	mechanic	shop.	All	
instruments,	lights,	horn	work.	Speedometer	and	
odometer	worked	when	I	got	the	car	but	replaced	
speedometer	cable.	Recast	steering	wheel	installed.	
New	16’’	tires	and	repainted	and	striped	the	wheels.	
New	hub	caps	and	trims	rings.		
		
OTHER	WORK	TO	BE	DONE	–	both	front	floorboards	
have	some	rust	holes,	trunk	has	2	minor	holes,	inside	
and	some	of	bottom	rocker	panels	need	repaired.	No	
damage	to	other	sheet	metal	or	frame.	
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